





State Revolving Loan Fund Program will help the town
pay for capacity improvements for the Los Lunas Wastewater
Treatment Plant that will provide wastewater service for areas
that are under development. Renovations and extensions of a
north-south sewer line will divert about half of the village's
wastewater to a new updated treatment plant, which will help
Los Lunas meet federal permit requirements and add capacity
for future growth.

NAVAJO NATION - The Navajo Nation's battle to beat back
new uranium mining has continued with tribal leaders pressing
the U.S. government to halt any new extraction projects on or near
the reservation. Navajo Nation President Joe Shirley said Navajo
officials are worried about plans for a new uranium mining
project near Crownpoint, which abuts the reservation and a
pristine aquifer that provides drinking water for thousands of
Navajos. Shirley said some mines that were opened decades ago
are still not properly closed. He said some of those mines, which
he described as "open scars on the ground leaking radioactive
waste," continue to pose health problems for families living near
them. Rep. Tom Udall, D-N.M, in an interview, said he supports
a moratorium on any new uranium mining near the reservation.
Companies proposing uranium mining contend it can be done
much more safely than in previous decades.

RATON - Raton officials said that they would dismiss a lawsuit
against TDC Engineering, 'a Texas firm, after the company
reportedly dropped plans to drill for coal-bed methane in
the pristine wildlife area that supplies the city of Raton's
drinking water. TDC said it would not drill in the Lake
Dorothey Wildlife Area on the New Mexico border and would
allow: its lease to expire. The only access to the Lake Dorothey
Wildlife Area is on N.M. 526, running through Sugarite Canyon
State Park, which has been named one of America's top 10
state parks. The city had filed suit to bar the drilling, as Raton
officials feared that the huge volumes of groundwater pumped
to the surface as part of the drilling process could pollute and
diminish water supplies. The wildlife area's streams flow into
Lake Maloya, the primary source of drinking water for the nearly
10,000 people living in and around the former coal mining town.
"The city will continue to be proactive in opposing any future
drilling activities which do not accommodate and protect its
water rights from depletion and contamination," the city said.

RIO RANCHO -Sandoval County is exploring how the brackish
water found under the Rio Puerco basin can be rendered usable
to meet the needs of future county residents. County officials
recently signed a contract with Arctic Slope Consulting Group
of Albuquerque to conduct a feasibility study for a desalination
plant, said Guy Bralley, the county's water and waste-water
specialist. Bralley oversaw drilling of two exploratory wells this
summer that found sources of water thousands of feet beneath
the rugged Rio Puerco landscape about eight miles west of the
outskirts of Rio Rancho. Heavy concentrations of salts and
minerals in the water make it unsuitable for domestic use as
it is. The study will look at where to locate a desalination
plant, disposal of the salts and other waste byproducts, and
is testing wind and solar conditions in the area as possibilities
for solar or wind-generated power to run a plant.

RUIDOSO - The communities of Ruidoso and Ruidoso
Downs, which share a sewage plant, repeatedly discharged
phosphorous in excess of the legal limit into the Ruidoso
River. Phosphorous, found in detergents, is not a direct threat
to human health. but it can wreak havoc on an ecosystem.
Ruidoso Downs City Manager John Waters said they know
they have a problem and are scrambling to find the money to
build a new treatment plant.

SANTA FE - By executive order, Gov. Bill Richardson has
created a "water cabinet" to streamline the carrying out of New
Mexico's water policies. The order directs state Environment
Secretary Ron Curry to create a new division at his agency that
will promote collaboration among state agencies that are
in the new cabinet because they are involved in water issues.
Agencies with representation on Richardson's water cabinet
will include the Interstate Stream Commission, State Engineer,
and the state departments of Agriculture, Game and Fish, and
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources.

SANTA FE — According to an analysis published last October
by the group Environment New Mexico, 92 of New Mexico’s 96
Clean Water Act violations in 2005 involved poorly treated
sewage dumped in the state's rivers, according to federal
records released to the group under the Freedom of Information
Act. The problems are not an imminent threat to public health
and safety, said Marcy Leavitt, head of the NMED's Surface
Water Quality Bureau, but the most serious problem identified
in the report does pose a threat to river ecosystems. According
to the Environment New Mexico report, other communities
whose sewage plants violated their Clean Water Act permits
i 2005 were Silver City, Los Alamos County, Aztec, Raton,
Tucumcari, Albuquerque, Taos, Taos Ski Valley, Bloomfield,
Santa Fe, Las Cruces, Rio Rancho, Espafiola and Dofia Ana
County.

SANTAFE —The 2007 Currier Environmental Award, which
honors individuals for their contributions to environmental
health in the southwest, will be shared by three people for their
efforts to protect water on the Hopi and Navajo reservations.
The three are: Former Hopi Chariman Vernon Masayesva,
who founded the Black Mesa Trust; Nicole Horseherder and
her husband Marshall Johnson, founders of To’Nizhoni Ani
(“Beautiful Water Speaks.”) The award is given every second
year by the New Mexico community Foundation and the Thaw
Charitable Trust, and is named for Michael S. Currier, a Santa
Fe environmental activist.

SOCORRO - Socorro's City Council has unanimously
approved going ahead with procedures to help cover expenses
by increasing prices for commercial water and gas hook-
ups, and to charge for materials for road cuts on any new
connections. The proposal by Councilor Jean Fraissinet from
the Utility Billing Committee called for commercial gas hook-
up charges to double, from $275 to $550. For commercial
water connections, the price would increase from $350 to $450
for 1-inch pipes, from $500 to $1,200 for 1-1/2-inch pipes and
from $600 for $1,500 for 2-inch pipes. The committee also
proposed changing a past city resolution to allow for a discount
gas connection rate of $50 only for residential customers
converting to natural gas, not for new hook-ups.
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Answers to the Winter 2008 Wastewater Pop Quiz (page 9)

1. a 6. ¢
2. d 7. a
3. a 8. d
4. b 9. b
5. ¢ 10. b
Solution to #10:

1. Calculate the amount of alkalinity required.
27 mg/l ammonia X 7.1 CaCO3 = 191.7 mg/l CaCO3

192 mg/l required + 50 mg/l residual alk = 242 mg/l CaCO3

2. Calculate the amount of alkalinity to be added to the influent.
242 mg/l alk required - 130 mg/l alk available in influent = 112 mg/l CaCO3 to be added

3. Finally, determine the 1b/d CaCO3 to be added.
30 MGD X 8.341b/gal X 112 mg/l CaCO3 1b/d CaCO3 = 28,022 Ib/d CaCO3
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Water, water everywhere!
Lots of the pure, cold stuff. Using a standard
technique for studying glaciers on Earth and a
system on the European Space Agency’s Mars
Express spacecraft, scientists have determined
that there’s enough water in Mar’s southern
polar ice cap to cover the planet 36 feet deep if
it melted. The northern cap could contain even
more than that..

. g aht ) )
SERLY Village of Cloudcroft
—= —_ For purchasing a new Badger
Orion AMR meter reading
' Toll Free 1-800-262-9337  gystem.
n a . Fax 1-505-881-4615 :

2351 Aztec Rd NE, Albuquerque NM 87107
OurCammihnm@ Our Profession

Baker Utility Supply
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NMRWA ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Actaris Metering

Adedge Technologies

AFC - American Flow Control
All State Tank Manufacturing
Alpha Southwest, Inc.
Analytical Water Solutions LLC
Apache Nugget Corporation
Aquastore Southwest, Inc.
ASCG, Inc.

AY McDonald Mfg. Co.
Badger Meter, Inc.

Baker Utility Supply
BioCOPE, Inc.
Bohannan-Huston, Inc.
Border Marketing, Inc.
Boreline Flex - Hose Solutions
C. H. Guernsey & Company
Campbell Scientific, Inc.
Cheney-Walters-Echols, Inc.
Chuck Homer & Associates
CLE International

Clow Valve Company
Controls West, Inc.

CorrPro Companies

D & R Tank Co.

D P Products, Inc.

Dennis Engineering Company

DPC Industries, Inc.

Dwyer Instruments, Inc.
Engineers, Inc.

ESSCO - England Sales & Svc.
Ford Meter Box Co., Inc.
Gannett Fleming West, Inc.
Global Data Specialists, Inc.
Global Treat, Inc.

Gordon Construction Company
Green Equipment Co.

Hall Environmental Analysis Lab
HD Supply Waterworks
Industrial Service & Supply, Inc.
ISCO Industries

JCH - James, Cooke & Hopson
Kinetic Improvement, Inc.
Larkin Group NM, Inc.
Livingston Associates, PC
Master Meter, Inc.

Melloy Dodge

MIOX Corporation
Molzen-Corbin & Associates
Mountain States Pipe & Supply
Mueller Company

Neptune Technology Group, Inc.
New Mexico Water Service Co.
NM Finance Authority

NM One Call, Inc.

Odessa Pumps & Equipment Ltd.
Oglebay Norton Industrial Sands
Onda-Lay Pipe & Rental, Inc.
PCI Sales, Inc.

Pinnacle Laboratories, Inc.
Pump Systems / Solar Bee

Riley Industrial Services, Inc.
RMCI, Inc.

Rodgers & Company, Inc.

Rural Special Districts Insurance
RVS Software

Sensus Metering Systems
Sequoyah Software & Consulting
Siemens Water Technology
Smith Engineering

Souder, Miller & Associates

SW Water Conditioning, Inc.

T P Pump & Pipe Company
TAK Technology, Inc.

Ten Point Sales & Service

The Barry Group - Tnemec

The Water Lady

USA BlueBook

Utility Service Co., Inc.

Vinyltech Corporation

Wilson & Company

WRT - Water Remediation Tech

These business support NMRWA and You!

Please support THEM!
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New Mexico Rural Water Association

2008 TRAINING SCHEDULE

K www.nmrwa.org/training.php \
Please check our website frequently and watch your mail for notice cards.
The class schedule for

30" Annual Conference, March 17-20, 2008 in Albuguerque, NM
is posted online at www.nmrwa.org/resources/2008_schedule.pdf.

Training sessions are subject to change. Please verify time and place when you pre-register.
Pre-registration is required for some and recommended for all classes.
OUR CLASSES ARE OPEN TO EVERYONE.

Some classes are eligible for the Expense Reimbursement Program (this does not include classes at the Annual
Conference.) See details at http://www.nmrwa.org/erg.php.

Wastewater training courses requires pre-registration and a $25 fee (this does not include classes at the Annual
Conference.) Download the pre-registration form at http://www.nmrwa.org/resources/ww_registration.pdf.

Please call the office or use the online form at http://www.nmrwa.org/resources/ww_reqistration.pdf to register for
classes.

State Certification Exam applications must be sent directly to NMED, not to NMRWA. See details at
Qttp://www.nmrwa.org/exams.php. Exam fees may be reimbursed through ERG program. j

Introduction to
Clearance Sale!!!!! Small Wastewater Sys

We have a limited number of used
Introduction to Small Wastewater Systems
textbooks for sale at bargain prices. These
textbooks retail in USA Bluebook for $66.00
a piece. We are selling our lightly used
inventory for $15.00 each.

To order or for more information,
contact Susan at

1-800-819-9893, ext. 13,

or email atsusan@nmrwa.org.
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N"RWA Water TEEh nologies
SILVER Service Makes
The Difference.
PARTNER

Choosing the right technology and
equipment for your system is only part
of what we do. Our services help
communities manage their drinking
water process, while also reducing
staff time and operating costs.
Siemens has factory trained service
technicians ready to assist from our
local Albuquerque branch.

SIEMENS

ARSENIC

LEAD

PERCHLORATE

NITRATE

MTBE

MERCURY
CHLORINATED SOLVENTS

www.usfilter.com For more information call: 1-800-525-0658



NEW 2008 VIP Fleet Vehicle Purchase Program
Up ¢to 36,000 VIP Fleet Discount off of Manufactures
Invoice Price

Who Is Eligible?
Rural and municipal water and wastewater systems of any size who are
members of their State Rural Water Association,
Rural Water Associate Members who purchase and register or lease 5 or
more new vehicles during the current or preceding calendar year,
current or preceding model year or preceding twelve month period or
currently operate a fleet of 15 vehicles or more.

New Mexico Rural Water Users Association

3413 Carlisle Boulevard NE Non-ProTit
Albuguerque, NM 87110 Organization
US Postage

PAID

Albuquerque, NM
Permit No. 974

Attention: Water and Wastewater Departments
When Finished reading, Please route to:

(] Operators / Managers

[ Clerk / Office Manager

[_] Board Members
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